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implant body comprising first and second Idad bearinp feurfaces 
spacMNroart by a central support member, the dbntral support member 
having a whWi narrower than a width of the firsf and seconq load bearing 
surfaces. 




36, (Nevjh The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and second load ijearing 
surfaces are don-continuous. 

37. (New)\The implant of claim 1, wherein said body is tapered at leasjt at said first 
end. 
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38. (New) ihe implant of claim 1, wherein a distance betvleen the first aod second 
load bearing surmces varies along the longitudinal axis. 

39. (New) Hk implant of claim 1, wherein the diameter of the second! end is greater 
than a diameter oflthe implant at at least one other point alougphe longim4inal axis. 

40. \New) The implant of claim 1, wherein said body tapers from saidj second end to 
said first eh^, 

41. (New\ The implant of claim 40, wherein said body tajjers at an an^e of S'*, 

42. (New) iaie implant of claim 1, wherein said first and ^cond load beaiing 
Siirfiaces include pordons of a helical thread pattern. 

43- (New) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and Second load fbearing 
surfaces include a patteb for anchoring to a vertebral body. 



44. (New) The implant \f claim 1, wherein said central stjppon meml^er extends from 
said first end to said second end of said implant. 
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45 . (New) The implant of claim 44, wherein said central si|)port niemt[eT includes at 
least one opening thertthrough. 

46 . (New) The implant of claim 1 , wherein said central sni|port memht^r comprises a 
plurality of columns. 

47. (New) The implmt of claim 1, wherein said central support membfer passes 
through a single plane bettveen diametrically opposed regions |)f said first fend second 
load bearing surfaces. 



_^)$Wriie implant of claim 1> wherein said body is gej^erally "I" ijhaped 



m cross- 



48. 

section. \ >y 

(New) An implant for intervertebral fusion between opposing vertebrae, said 
implant comprising: 

an implant body having a first end and a second end, said blody having 

3t and second load bearing surfaces extending along a lo^igitudinal axis 
ot ^ body, the first and second load bearing sWaces havipg a width 
extenflmg perpendicular to the longitudinal axi^ said jSist and second load 
bearing surfaces being spaced apart by a first hfeight at tlie Brst end and a 
second heignisiLt the' second end, whCTein the li|^t height is|iess than the 
second height; 



said implant body con^sing a central suppord member connecting the 
first and second load beanhg surfaces, the cent al siqjport member having 
a width narrower than the width of the first anq second loaB bearing 
surfaces. 



50. (New) The Smplant of claim 40, wherein the implant ifody has a c|;?ntLnuous taper 
from the second end up the first end. 
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5\ (New) An implant for intervertebral fusion between op|)osing vertebrae, said 
implant comprising: 

an implant body having an I-shaped cross secti<fi, the body [having a first 
end and a second end; 



saffl(body Mvmg first and second load bearing Jurfaces ha\^g a length 
tenhmg along SKtongitudinal axis of the bodj^ and 

said first and second load bearing surfaces beinfe connectedlby a central 
3ort memoer extending along the length of the load beatrng surfaces, 
the central support member having a width nanDwer than aJ width of the 
first and second load bearing surfaces, the centibJ support riiember having 
a first height at the fim end and a second heipht at the secofcid end, 
wherein the first height le less than the second height. 



52. (New) The implant of claim 51 , whi;^ein the implant Hody has a ca>ntinuous taper 
from the second end to the first end. 
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